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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

2. Misnumbered claims 22-39 have been renumbered as 24-40. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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4. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shaffer et al. (US PAT # 6,532,218) in view of Beigl et al. (Pub No: US 2003/0222762). 

Regarding claims 1, 13-14, 16, 23 and 32, Shaffer teaches a method of 
conducting a conference (see col. 1, lines 5-9 and abstract) comprising: subscribing to a 
conference data stream (this reads on participants who are registered in a video 
conferencing system, see col. 2, lines 59-62); publishing conference data messages 
(this reads on publishing the presentations to the participants, see col. 3, lines 8-12); 
receiving messages including the conference data stream (this reads on the participants 
questions, see col. 3, lines 12-16 and col. 5, lines 22-29); and presenting the messages 
to a user (this reads on answering participants requests). 

Shaffer does not specifically teach the use of a content-based messaging (CBM) 
network. 

However, Beigl teaches the use of a content-based messaging network, which 
allows receiving and publishing data to participants who are registered within this 
network [0014]. 

Therefor, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the feature of using CBM, as taught by Beigl, into 
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the Shaffer system in order to enhance the system and save the resources by providing 
only one network that handles conferencing, disturbs messages to participants and 
monitor all participants status and activities. Advantages are well known the art, such as 
providing smooth and efficient conference to all participants. 

Regarding claims 2 and 25, Shaffer teaches presenting the messages to the user 
includes presenting video data to the user (see col. 3, lines 30-47). 

Regarding claims 3 and 28, Shaffer teaches presenting the messages to the user 
includes presenting audio data to the user (see col. 3, lines 28-35). 

Regarding claims 4, 15, 27 and 33,Shaffer teaches presenting the messages to 
the user includes presenting audio and video data to the user (see col. 3, lines 28-35). 

Regarding claims 5, 17 and 34, Shaffer teaches presenting the messages to the 
user further comprises assembling the received messages into streaming video data 
and presenting the streaming video data to the user (see col. 3, lines 8-30). 

Regarding claims 6, 18 and 35, Shaffer teaches presenting the messages to the 
user further comprises assembling the received messages into streaming audio data 
and presenting the streaming audio data to the user 9see col. 3, lines 8-30). 
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Regarding claims 7, 19, 26, 29 and 36, Shaffer teaches presenting messages to 
the user further comprises assembling the received messages into streaming audio and 
video data and presenting the streaming audio and video data to the user (see col. 3, 
lines 28-35). 

Claims 8, 20, 30 and 37 recite "presenting the messages to the user further 
comprises converting received messages from a real time transport protocol to a format 
required by the Java Media Framework (JMF) to present streaming audio and/or video 
data to the user". Although, Shaffer teaches the use of a protocol that convert the 
received messages into a audio and video data that are presented to user (col. 3, lines 
23-35). However, Shaffer does not specifically'teach converting received messages 
from a real time transport protocol to a format required by the Java Media Framework 
(JMF). This limitation is obvious and is basically a design choice. Obviously, one of 
ordinary skill in the art can use any desired frame network programming language 
protocol to support and convert the received messages into comprehensive video and 
audio streams that are presented to users. 

Claims 9, 31 , 38 and 40 recite "initiating a conference by inviting a participant 
connected to the CBM network to join the conference". The claimed limitation of 
"inviting participant..." is inherent in the Shaffer system. 

Regarding claims 10-12, 21, 39, initiating a conference by inviting one or more 
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participants connected to the CBM network to join the conference and subscribing to a 
conference data stream of a content based messaging CBM network associated with 
each participant. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chaney et al. (US PAT #7,151, 753) teaches a system and method for 
conducting a telephone call between a conference owner and other conference 
participants (see abstract. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rasha S AL-Aubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7481 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 



Application/Control Number: 10/671,877 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2614 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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